PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS REGULATORY BOARD   
NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi, the 13th August, 2019   
F. No. PNGRB/M(C)/31 (Vol.III).----In exercise of the powers conferred by section 61 of the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board Act, 2006 (19 of 2006), the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board hereby makes the following regulations, namely:-   
1. (1) These regulations may be called the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (Access Code for Common Carrier or Contract Carrier Natural Gas Pipelines) Amendment Regulations, 2019.   
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. In the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (Access Code for Common Carrier or Contract Carrier Natural Gas Pipelines) Regulations, 2008,-
(a) in regulation 13,-
(i) for sub-regulation (10), the following sub-regulation shall be substituted, namely:-
[bookmark: _Hlk13741705] “(10) (i) There shall be established an escrow account to be maintained by the Board from the date of the commencement of Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (Access Code for Common Carrier or Contract Carrier Natural Gas Pipelines) Amendment Regulations, 2019, in which there shall be credited all charges received by the transporter on account of imbalances and overruns. The imbalance and overrun charges shall be as follows:	
	S.No.
	Item
	Particulars
	Charges

	1.
	Unauthorised Overrun
	Beyond 110% of the allocated capacity
	½ time Tariff of natural gas pipeline

	2.
	Positive Imbalance
	Cumulative Imbalance beyond 10% of booked capacity
	½ time Tariff of natural gas pipeline

	3.
	Negative Imbalance 
	Cumulative Imbalance beyond 5% of booked capacity
	 ½ time Tariff of natural gas pipeline


(ii) The transporter shall raise a separate invoice towards imbalance and overrun charges, including applicable taxes and levies. The transporter shall deposit the taxes and levies with the concerned authorities.
 (iii) The transporter shall make all reasonable efforts for recovering the imbalance and overruns charges referred to in clause (ii) from the shipper within the period it allows shipper to pay its transportation charges. 
(iv) The transporter shall deposit the amounts received by it from the shipper on account of the charges referred to in clause (ii) (excluding taxes and levies) into the escrow account maintained by the Board within a period of fifteen days from the end of the calendar quarter during which such amounts were received by it along with such details thereof as the Board may require from time to time. Transporter is not allowed to retain or deduct any amount (except for taxes and levies) received by it except the claim approved by the Board under clause (viii). 
[bookmark: _Hlk9853771](v) The transporter shall submit to the Board month-wise, pipeline-wise and shipper-wise details of such charges as are recoverable from each shipper, amounts received from the shippers and the amounts due from shippers and its reconciliation with the amount deposited in accordance with as specified in clause (iv), quarterly within a period of sixty days from the end of each quarter along with a certificate from a Chartered Accountant certifying such details and further, at the end of each financial year, an annual certificate containing the said details shall be submitted by the transporter to the Board along with the certificate for the fourth quarter. Format for providing such details is as specified in Schedule III to these regulations.     
(vi) The transporter may claim from the escrow account maintained by the Board the amounts incurred by it towards its contractual obligations with reference to supply or pay and extra efforts to compress gas in case of negative imbalances and system management of the pipeline system due to such imbalances created by the shippers:
Provided that such claim shall not exceed the amount deposited by him in the escrow account.
(vii) The claim under clause (vi) may be submitted annually by the transporter to the Board within 60 days of the end of each financial year with details such as details of amounts incurred by it, its bank account details, Permanent Account Number and detailed rationale of such claim, along with a certificate from a Chartered Accountant certifying such details. 
(viii) The Board shall consider such claims on merits and may seek such further information as it may deem fit and the Board shall communicate the amount of claim approved to the transporter within 60 days from receipt of complete information, which may be deducted by the transporter from the subsequent deposits to be made by it into the escrow account.
 (ix) The accumulated amounts lying in the escrow account established by the transporter along with interest and any other earnings thereon shall be deposited by the transporter into the escrow account established by Board within thirty days from the commencement of the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (Access Code for Common Carrier or Contract Carrier Natural Gas Pipelines) Amendment Regulations, 2019. The transporter shall submit year-wise, pipeline-wise and shipper-wise details of total imbalance and overrun charges received by it from all the shippers, details of deposit of such charges in its escrow account, details of withdrawal from such escrow account and details of interest or any other earnings from such escrow account up to the date of transfer of whole amount to the escrow account operated by the Board along with a certificate from a Chartered Accountant certifying these details within ninety days from the commencement of the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (Access Code for Common Carrier or Contract Carrier Natural Gas Pipelines) Amendment Regulations, 2019, and further, if transporter deducts or retains any amount from the imbalance and overrun charges received from shippers before depositing it in the escrow account maintained by it in any of the past period, the transporter is required to submit the year wise details thereof along with certificate from chartered accountant to the Board.
(x) The Board may issue such interim order as it thinks fit, either on the application of the transporter or on its own, to remove any difficulty in implementing the provisions of clause (ix) where the accumulations are invested by the transporter in deposits maturing beyond thirty days from the commencement of the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (Access Code for Common Carrier or Contract Carrier Natural Gas Pipelines) Amendment Regulations, 2019.”;
(ii) Sub-regulation (11) shall be omitted; 
(b) after Schedule-II, the following Schedule shall be inserted, namely: -
“Schedule - III
[See regulations 13(10)(v)]
Format for providing the information of imbalance and overrun charges   
Format for proving quarterly information:
Information for the Quarter … of Financial Year 20…-20…
	Name of Natural Gas Pipeline:

	
	Name of Shipper
	Invoiced Amount
	Amount Outstanding 
	Amount Received

	
Month 1
	Shipper 1
	-
	-
	-

	
	Shipper 2
	-
	-
	-

	
	Shipper 3
	-
	-
	-

	
Month 2
	Shipper 1
	-
	-
	-

	
	Shipper 2
	-
	-
	-

	
	Shipper 3
	-
	-
	-

	Month 3
	Shipper 1
	-
	-
	-

	
	Shipper 2
	-
	-
	-

	
	Shipper 3
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	-
	-
	-

	Taxes and levies (part of invoice, to be deposited with statutory authorities) 
	-
	-
	-

	Amount transferred to escrow account
	-



Format Providing annual information:  
Information for the Financial Year 20…-20…
	Name of Natural Gas Pipeline:

	Quarter
	Invoiced Amount
	Amount Outstanding 
	Amount Received

	Quarter 1
	-
	-
	-

	Quarter 2
	-
	-
	-

	Quarter 3
	-
	-
	-

	Quarter 4
	-
	-
	-

	Total
	-
	-
	-

	Taxes and levies (part of invoice, to be deposited with statutory authorities)
	-
	-
	-

	Amount transferred to escrow account
	-


                                                                                  
VANDANA SHARMA, Secy.
[ADVT.-III/4/Exty./186/19]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Foot Note: Principal regulations were notified vide GSR 541(E), dated 17/07/2008 and amended vide GSR 274(E), dated 21/04/2009, F. No. PNGRB/M(C)/48, dated 17/02/2014 and F. No. L-MISC/VI/I/2007, dated 01.01.2015.
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